To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  H ardingstone 

Rural  District  Council. 


APRIL,  1920. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  ANNUAL  REPORT  for  the  year  1919.  This  has  been  the  first  Report 
following  on  the  Armistice  and  signing  of  peace.  Following  on  the  signing  of  peace  there  has  been 
the  gradual  demoblisation  of  the  men  serving  in  the  Navy  and  Army.  Many  of  them  have  had  an 
anxious  time  finding  employment,  but  in  this  district  unemployment  has  not  been  acute.  Housing 
Schemes  have  been  matters  of  anxiety  for  all  Councils,  owing  to  high  prices  of  labour  and  materials 
and  the  scarcity  of  labour  fitted  for  this  work.  The  various  parishes  where  building  operations 
are  about  to  or  have  commenced  will  be  considered  in  more  detail  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

Population  for  the  district  at  the  1911  Census  was  7,568. 

The  estimated  population  for  1919  was  7,517. 

The  district  is  essentially  a rural  one,  with  the  various  occupations  for  men  on  the  farms.  In 
the  villages,  besides  the  industries  of  vital  local  importance,  such  as  Rakers,  Blacksmiths,  and 
Wheelwrights,  the  chief  occupation  might  be  put  as  shoe  work,  either  in  factories  in  the  district  or 
in  Northampton.  The  influence  this  has  on  the  health  of  the  district  is  not  striking  from  the 
returns  of  deaths,  or  of  infectious  diseases,  which  have  been  low  this  year.  The  total  number  of 
births  in  1919  was  111  : 54  male,  57  female  ; 6 of  these  were  illegitimate— all  boys.  This  makes 
a ratio  of  14'7  per  1,000.  In  1915  the  ratio  was  20  per  1,000,  and  last  year,  1918,  it  was  14'5. 
The  ratio  for  England  and  Wales  is  18‘5  per  1,000.  This  low  and  unsatisfactory  total  must  in 
great  part  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of  the  War. 

The  deaths  continue  the  same  unsatisfactory  state  of  things  as  last  year.  Total  deaths  116: 
61  males,  55  females.  This  gives  a ratio  of  16  per  1,000;  in  1918  they  were  17*7  per  1,000,  so 
that  the  death-rate  is  higher  than  the  birth-rate.  This  state  of  things  we  hope  will  be  reversed 
this  year.  Looking  into  the  ages  of  these  deaths,  57  wei'e  in  people  over  70  : 2 were  92,  and  1 was 
was  93  years  of  age  : 20  were  over  80  : 31  were  over  70  and  under  80  years  of  age  ; 7 deaths 
were  in  children  under  1 year,  one  of  these  children  was  illegitimate.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
Enteric  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diptheria;  1 death  from  Whooping  Cough  in  a baby  of  6 months  ; 
8 deaths  from  Influenza — these  occuied  chiefly  in  the  earlier  months  of  the  year.  In  the  autumn 
there  was  another  outbreak  of  Influenza  of  a comparatively  mild  type.  Nine  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis:  5 males,  and  4 females;  3 of  these  cases  were  notified  during  1919,  2 of  them  in 
May,  their  deaths  occurring  in  November  and  September  respectively,  and  one  was  not  notified  to 
me  at  all.  The  registrar  sent  me  the  notification  of  his  death,  this  was  the  first  intimation  I had 
of  the  case.  There  were  2 deaths  from  other  kinds  of  Tuberculous  Disease  ; 9 deaths  from  Cancer  : 
4 males  and  5 females  ; 17  from  Heart  Disease:  7 males,  and  10  females  ; 5 from  Bronchitis,  and 
3 from  Pneumonia  ; 2 from  Nephritis.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

The  cases  of  Infection  notified  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  1 Erysipelas  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ..  4 Influenza  and  Pneumonia  ...  14 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  4 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  17 

The  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  a place  called  New  Inn,  Courteenhall.  We  found 
six  children  living  there,  three  of  them  were  nurse  children.  The  patient  was  promptly  removed 
to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  the  attack  was  a very  mild  one  and  he  made  an  uneventful 
recovery.  There  were  three  cases  of  Diphtheria  at  Bratield  and  one  at  Denton,  all  of  them  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  Owing  to  the  continual  cropping  up  of  cases  in  children  at  Brafield  during 
1918,  29  of  the  children’s  throats  were  examined  bacteriologically  for  the  Diphtheria  organism, 
all  were  returned  negative.  It  was  thought  that  perhaps  one  or  two  children  were  chronically 
infected  with  the  Diphtheria  organism  and  not  showing  any  signs  or  symptoms  might  be  infecting 
other  children.  There  have  been  no  further  cases  since  April  in  the  district.  In  three  of  these 
Diphtheria  cases  antitoxin  was  supplied  to  the  doctor  for  these  children  with  good  results.  The 
Influenza  and  Pneumonia  cases  were  mostly  notified  in  the  Spring,  ten  cases  then,  and  four  in  the 
Autumn. 
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Collingtree  Schools  were  closed  for  a fortnight  in  February  on  account  of  Whooping  Cough. 
Hackleton  Schools  were  closed  for  six  days  before  the  end  of  the  Summer  term  owing  to  an 
extensive  outbreak  of  Chicken  Pox.  Great  Houghton  Schools  were  closed  in  February  for  ten 
days  owing  to  an  epidemic  of  bad  coughs  and  colds.  With  these  three  exceptions  the  Schools  have 
all  been  free  from  outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease. 

HOSPITAL  TREATMENT. — The  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of  surgical  and  medical  cases 
of  the  district  is  the  Northampton  General  Hospital.  Admission  to  Hospital  for  in-patient  or  out- 
patient treatment  is  by  letter  given  by  a subscriber,  except  in  cases  of  emergency.  Instruments 
can  also  be  obtained  according  to  their  cost  with  one  or  more  letters.  This  system  is  found  to 
work  very  well  in  practice,  there  is  rarely  a shortage  of  letters  for  any  length  of  time. 

WATER. — Milton  village  has  some  of  its  wells  closed  owing  to  pollution.  These  wells  have 
been  closed  a few  years.  There  is  a plentiful  supply  of  water  there  from  the  pure  wells  A 
scheme  of  power  pumping  and  supply  through  pipes  to  the  whole  village  will  have  to  be  considered 
in  time.  At  present  the  cost  of  the  change  is  such  as  to  render  it  prohibitive,  There  is  a suitable 
spring  for  the  scheme  when  it  eventuates.  The  following  villages  have  an  air  pump  or  a motor 
pump  and  storage  tank  : — Brafield,  Denton,  Hardingstone,  Little  Houghton  (partly),  Yardley 
Hastings  (partly). 

The  village  of  Courteenliall  is  supplied  by  its  own  reservoir.  The  remaining  villages  are 
supplied  by  wells  : — Castle  Ashby,  Cogenhoe,  Collingtree,  Hackleton,  Horton,  Great  Houghton, 
Little  Houghton  (partly),  Milton,  Piddington,  Preston  Deanery,  Quinton,  Roade,  Rothersthorpe, 
Whiston,  Wootton. 

All  supplies*  of  water  are  constant  throughout  the  year. 

Thei'e  is  no  pollution  of  any  of  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  district  and  no  complaints  have 
been  received  in  respect  of  either  quality  or  quantity. 

SEWAGE. — Practically  half  of  the  district  is  sewered  and  is  either  discharged  on  to  the  land 
or  into  tanks  and  filter  beds,  the  rest  of  the  district  -is  drained  for  top  water  only  and  the  closet 
accommodation  for  these  villages  is  either  the  privy  or  pail  system. 


There  are  only  two  villages,  Denton  and  Roade,  where  scavenging  is  carried  out. 
collection  in  any  village  in  the  district  of  the  contents  of  pail  closets. 


There  is  no 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT -.—Housing  and  Town  Planning  Acts. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 
Number  of  houses  unfit,  for  habitation 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  made 
Number  of  defects  remedied 
Structural  repairs — roofs,  etc. 

Filthy  houses  cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Dilapidated  houses  repaired 
Drains  repaired  or  connected  to  the  sewer 
Yard  pavings  repaired  or  re-laid 
Accumulation  of  ashes  and  refuse  removed 
Insanitary  middens  remedied 
Overcrowding  abated 


80 

0 

0 

96 

21 

12 

11 

14 

5 

16 

14 
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It  was  necessary  to  serve  nine  legal  notices  to  enforce  the  above  and  two  successful  prosecutions 
were  instituted. 

The  nine  legal  notices  served  were  for  the  cleansing,  whitewashing,  and  repairing  the  walls 
and  ceilings  of  houses,  repairs  to  roofs,  yard  pavings,  and  floors.  The  two  successful  prosecutions 
were  for  failing  to  put  the  roofs  of  four  houses  in  a weather-proof  condition  after  legal  notices  had 
been  served  upon  the  owners. 

Besides  the  above  inspections  the  following  received  attention  : — 

2 Foul  Ditches  cleaned  out. 

8 Pumps  repaired 

1 Brook  cleaned  out. 
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2 Tanks  cleaned  out. 

2 Dangerous  Buildings  reported  on  and  remedied. 

12  Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed. 

There  are  33  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district  ; 30  Inspections  have  been  made  and  four 
notices  served  for  uncleanliness. 

Ten  Slaughter  Houses  18  Inspections  made,  two  notices  served. 

Pigsties  : — Four  Inspections  made,  one  notice  served. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Bakehouses  Blacksmiths  Wheelwrights 


Hardingstone 

1 

i 

1 Laundry  1 Dressmaker 

Wootton 

1 

i 

1 

Collingtree 

1 

1 Builder 

Milton 

1 

i 

1 Builder 

Rothersthorpe 

1 

Roade 

1 

i 

1 

1 Builder  1 Plumber 

Haclcleton 

1 

i 

I 

1 Shoe  trade 

Piddington 

2 

1 

1 Shoe  trade 

Yaidley  Hastings... 

2 

i 

1 

4 Shoe  trade 

Denton 

1 

i 

1 

Little  Houghton  ... 

1 

i 

Brafield 

1 

i 

Cogenhoe 

1 

1 Builder  1 Shoe  Factory  1 Cycle  Repair( 

Total  number  ... 

15 

9 

6 

4 Builders  6 Shoe  Trade  1 Shoe  Factory 

1 Laundry  1 Dressmaker  1 Plumber 

1 Cycle  Repairer 

Grand  Total  of  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  District  ...  45. 

There  are  10  of  what  are  known  as  out-workers,  mostly  in  the  shoe  trade. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Opthalmia  Neonatorum,  a fact  upon  which  the 
doctors  and  midwives  in  the  District  are  to  be  congratulated. 

The  District  has  its  own  hospital  for  infectious  diseases  situated  near  Hai’dingstone ; it  con- 
sists of  two  wards  for  men  and  women,  a reception  room  for  cases,  a nurses’  room,  and  bedroom 
and  kitchen  for  the  caretakers.  Two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  nursed  there  during  the  year, 
both  making  good  recoveries.  One  case  was  from  the  Northampton  Rural  District. 

Accommodation  is  provided  in  two  wards  for  13  beds  and  three  cots.  Small  Pox  accom- 
modation is  provided  for  in  some  old  railway  carriages  shut  off  in  a separate  part  of  the  grounds, 
there  is  room  for  seven  patients  and  one  nurses’  room. 

Since  the  Armistice,  work  has  been  carried  on  on  the  building  and  equipping  of  a Pathological 
Laboratory  at  the  Northampton  General  Hospital,  through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  G.  T.  Hawkins, 
who  has  defrayed  all  expenses.  This  Laboratory  has  been  badly  needed  for  the  efficient  carrying 
on  of  the  work  both  at  the  Hospital  and  of  the  surrounding  districts.  A highly  qualified  expert 
in  pathology  and  bacteriology  has  been  appointed  to  carry  on  the  work,  with  a skilled  assistant 
under  him.  The  Laboratory  is  now  in  working  order  and  a great  saving  of  time  will  result  from 
this  in  the  examination  of  diphtheria  swabs  and  such  like  urgent  matters. 

HOUSING. — General  housing  conditions  in  the  district  : — 

Total  Number  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,090. 

Number  for  the  Working  Classes  ...  ...  ...  1,805. 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  seven  new  houses,  three  bungalows,  one  warehouse,  and  alterations 
and  additions  to  three  houses  have  been  passed  during  the  year.  The  warehouse,  bungalows,  and 
alterations  to  houses  have  been  completed.  Tliiee  houses  are  nearing  completion;  four  of  the 
houses  have  not  been  commenced. 
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Having  more  than 


Houses. 

Dwellings. 

Working  Class. 

To  be  built. 

one  family 

Brafield 

10 

122 

Castle  Ashby 

11 

43 

Cogenhoe 

17 

119 

8 

3 

Collingtree 

10 

53 

Courteenhall 

5 

34 

Denton 

9 

105 

3 

Hackleton 

11 

90 

6 

Hardingstone 

32 

149 

2 

Horton 

5 

23 

Great  Houghton  ... 

13 

68 

4 

Little  Houghton  ... 

24 

111 

2 

1 

Milton 

21 

130 

Piddington 

9 

96 

Preston  Deanery  ... 

7 

12 

Quinton 

5 

29 

Roade 

36 

146 

10 

Rothersthorpe 

13 

47 

Whiston 

5 

10 

Wootton 

17 

175 

Yardley  Hastings... 

25 

243 

Total  numbers  of  houses 

..  285 

1,805 

30 

9 

Plans  have  been  passed  and  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  erection  of  these 
houses.  Work  will  shortly  be  commenced  on  most  of  these  houses.  They  will  all  consist  of 
three  bedrooms,  kitchen,  sitting-room,  and  parlour,  and  earth  closets,  with  the  exception  of  Roade, 
where  they  will  be  connected  to  the  sewer. 

OVERCROWDING — EXTENT.  There  were  three  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year. 
In  two  cases  to  the  extent  of  two  persons  and  in  the  other  case  one  person.  The  causes  have  been 
principally  through  the  children  growing  up  into  adults  and  not  from  families  coming  into  the 
district. 

MEASURES  TAKEN. — It  was  sufficient  to  write  a letter  pointing  out  the  necessity  of 
reducing  the  number  of  occupants. 

FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. — The  general  standard  of  houses  in  the  district  is  fair,  but  not 
so  good  as  in  pre-war  time. 

The  difficulty  of  remedying  unfitness  is  shortage  of  labour  and  material,  and  also  the  heavy 
cost  of  material  without  the  landlord  being  able  to  obtain  the  equivalent  in  rent.  Measures  are 
being  taken  by  extra  inspection  and  more  legal  notices  being  served  to  insist  upon  the  work  being 
carried  out.  Many  cottages  are  thatched  in  the  district,  this  is  a very  good  protection  from  wet 
and  cold  or  heat,  but  many  cottages  have  been  allowed,  owing  to  shortage  of  labour,  to  fall  into  a 
bad  condition  with  regard  to  their  roofs.  Nowadays,  it  requires  a fair  sum  of  money  to  get  them 
put  into  good  condition,  costing  probably  a year  or  more’s  rent.  When  these  thatched  cottages 
have  been  allowed  to  deteriorate  in  this  way,  the  water  instead  of  shooting  off  clear  from  the  thatch 
will  be  found  to  be  running  down  the  walls  in  places,  this  in  time  affects  the  walls  both  internally 
and  externally,  damp  gets  in,  the  mortar  gets  loosened  and  falls  out,  and  very  soon  if  the  cottage 
is  not  attended  to  it  becomes  unfit  to  live  in. 

UNHEALTHY  AREAS. — There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  district. 

Bye-laws  relating  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures  used  for  human  habitation 
are  in  existence  for  this  district.  No  complaints  have  arisen  under  them  and  no  alteration  of  them 
appears  to  be  needed. 

No  complaints  as  to  houses  being  unfit  for  human  habitation  have  been  made  either  by  house- 
holders or  Parish  Councils. 

No  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  have  been  made. 

»(< 

I beg  to  remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  F.  PERC1VAL. 


